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SUNNYVALE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Meeting Minutes – October 18, 2012 
 
The Sunnyvale Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission met at 6:30 p.m. on October 18, 
2012 with Commission Chair James Manitakos presiding. The meeting was held in the West 
Conference Room, City Hall, 456 West Olive Avenue, Sunnyvale.  
 
ROLL CALL/CONSIDERATION OF ABSENCES 
 
Members Present: James Manitakos 

Angela Rausch  
Kevin Jackson 
Richard Kolber 
David Jones 
 

 
Members Absent: Cathy Switzer, Kyle Welch - excused  
 
Council Liaison  
Present:  Absent 
 
Staff Present: Jack Witthaus, Transportation and Traffic Division Manager, Department of 

Public Works 
 Diana O’Dell, Senior Planner, Community Development Department 
 Officer Rudy Ramirez, Department of Public Safety 
  
 
Visitors:  David Simons, Valley Transportation Authority Bicycle and Pedestrian  

Advisory Committee representative 
 

 
At the Direction of the Chair, the meeting agenda was taken out of order.   
 
INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS  
 

1.  Annual Reporting on Collisions Involving Pedestrians and Cyclists  
 
The Commission discussed with Public Works and Public Safety staff the primary causes 
of collisions over the last year.  Cell phone use and the use of video recording devices by 
cyclists to record right of way violations were discussed.  Commissioners encouraged 
traffic law enforcement around schools.   
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
 
None.   
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Speakers are limited to 3 minutes for announcements of related board/commission events, 
programs, resignations, recognitions, acknowledgments) 
 
Chair Manitakos announced the veto of SB 1464, a law that would have required a three foot 
passing distance around bicyclists.   
 
Commissioner Jackson gave an update on Safe Routes to School program surveys.   
 
Commissioner Jones announced a pair of Think Bike workshops to be held by the City of San Jose 
and other organizations that will provide a Dutch perspective on bicycling in the Silicon Valley.  The 
workshops are at San Jose City Hall on October 22 at 9 AM and October 23 at 5:30 PM. 
 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority BPAC representative David Simons provided 
information on election of VTA BPAC officers and a One Bay Area Grant program workshop.   
 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR  
 
1.A) Approval of the Draft Minutes of September 20, 2012 Meeting 

1.B) Updated 2012 BPAC Calendar 
 
Approved by consensus.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
This category is limited to 15 minutes, with a maximum of three minutes per speaker. If you wish to 
address the board or commission, please complete a speaker card and give it to the Recording 
Secretary or you may orally make a request to speak. If your subject is not on the agenda, you will 
be recognized at this time; but the Brown Act (Open Meeting Law) does not allow action by board 
or commission members.  If you wish to speak to a subject listed on the agenda, you will be 
recognized at the time the item is being considered by the board or commission. 
 
None.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS/GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
 

1.  ACTION – STUDY ISSUE – Consideration of Non-Residential Parking Requirements 
 
Senior Planner O’Dell gave the staff report.  The BPAC generally supported the work 
presented, and  gave specific feedback on code revisions and design guidelines including 
recommending a 5% ratio of bicycle parking to vehicle parking, when lockers or racks 
should be specified, elimination of exemption clauses, provision of ADA references, 
improving language regarding blocking of bicycle parking, discouraging street parking, 
minimum sidewalk widths, weather protection of bicycle parking areas, and flexibility in the 
siting of bicycle parking.  Motion by Chair Manitakos, second Commissioner Jackson to 
support approval of the revisions to Non-Residential Parking Requirements with 
incorporation of the BPAC recommendations.  Motion approved, 5-0. 
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NON-AGENDA ITEMS AND COMMENTS 
 

 COMMISSIONERS ORAL COMMENTS 
 
Commissioner Jackson encouraged consideration of revised corner radii as part of curb ramp 
installation projects.  In response to feedback from Commissioner Jackson, staff indicated that the 
pedestrian bridge at Highway 85 and The Dalles was being considered for modifications.   
 
Commissioner Jones thanked staff for modifying signal timing at Fair Oaks and California Avenues 
to better accommodate bicycles.   
 

 STAFF ORAL COMMENTS  
 
Staff announced a Silicon Valley Leadership Group mobile workshop on Transit Oriented 
Development to be held at the Fair Oaks light rail station and along the light rail line with Planning 
Officer Trudi Ryan presenting.  
 
INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS  

 
2.  Stevens Creek Trail Feasibility Study Public Meeting 
3.  Transportation Presentations  
4.  Fremont High School Bike Parking 
5.  City Driver Training Materials 
 
Chair Manitakos stated that the Driver Training Materials should not say bicycles and 
pedestrians “are a concern,” but rather should use softer language such as “are a priority.”   
 
6.  BPAC E-mail messages and/or letters since circulation of the agenda packet of the  
    September 20, 2012 meeting. 
7.  BPAC Active Items List. 

 
 Accepted as submitted, with comments from Chair Manitakos.  

 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting adjourned at 7:43 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 

 
 
_____________________________ 
Jack Witthaus 
Transportation and Traffic Manager 


